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Zenjiro Yasuda’s Character
and His Philosophy of Life
Masami Ishida

Zenjird Yasuda (1838~1911) was one of the representative en-
trepreneurs in the Meiji era, and most people realized that he rendered
great service to the economic world of modern Japan. However, he had a
reputation which was not a very pleasant one, because not a few people
at that time thought that he was rich and able, although a stingy fellow.
Is that true or not? What sort of a man was he?

The aim of the main part of the paper is to analyze his behaviour and
spiritual background in order to re-estimate his character, and consists of
three parts.

1. The contents of Chaper I and II describe briefly his personal history.

2. In Chaper III, the author describes his deeds and estimates his
various roles in both the private and public spheres. He was called “King
of the Banking world.” Moreover he took part in the planning of in-
surance, loans for building, harbour construction, the laying of railway
networks all over our country, and sc on.

3. The theme of the last chapter is his philosophy of life. Judging from
his notes, self control was the most important factor for success,
especially for getting rich. With regard to business matters, he had three
mottoes: to be steady in aim, to be thrifty and deligent, and also creative
in an individual way. Most of the leaders of the Meiji period paid serious
consideration to either Confucianism or Christianity, but Zenjird
Yasuda had a strong belief in Buddhism. He worshipped his ancestors
and valued doing good without anybody knowing about it. For all his
eighty four years, he worked absorbedly on behalf of his business, his
family and the nation. He did not go against common morality, but I
think he lacked benevolence for unfortunate people. He realized too late
that a clever man should realize the profound irqportance of enlightening
humanity.
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