
A Brief Personal History of Dr. Inazo Nitobe  (August 8, 1862 ~ October 16, 1933)

 Born in 1862 in Morioka, Iwate, Japan. Doctor of Laws, Doctor of 
Agriculture. In 1883, Nitobe was admitted to Tokyo Imperial University, and the 
following year traveled to the United States to study economics at Johns Hopkins 
University for three years. In 1887 he went to Germany where he studied 
agricultural management, agricultural economics, the history of agriculture, etc. 
at Bonn and Berlin universities, and completed his doctoral degree at Halle 
University in 1890. He married an American woman in 1891 and returned to 
Japan to take up a professorship at Sapporo Agricultural College. In 1900 he 
published Bushido: the Soul of Japan in the U.S. Since Japan and its people were 
attracting a great deal of public attention, especially after the country’ s victories 
in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5 and the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5, the 
book became a bestseller and has been translated into many foreign languages. 
Subsequent to its publication, Nitobe was appointed technical advisor to the 
Japanese colonial government in Taiwan, headmaster of the First Higher School, 
professor at Tokyo Imperial University, and president of the Tokyo Women’ s 
Christian University.
  From 1920 until 1926 he served as an Under-Secretary General at the 
League of Nations. In 1922 he became a founding director of the International 
Committee on Intellectual Cooperation, the forerunner of UNESCO, and invited 
world renowned scholars, including the French philosopher, Henri Bergson, the 
Polish-born French physicist, Madam Curie, the German-born physicist, Albert 
Einstein, the Australian-born British classicist, Gilbert Murray, and the French 
poet, Paul Valéry, to serve on the committee. 
  Nitobe died in Canada in 1933 at the age of 72.
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