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SCIENCE, MORALS AND MORALOGY
by Joseph A. Lauwerys, D. Sc., D. Litt.
Kashiwa, Japan : The Institute of Moralogy, 1976

If this book is not the chef-d’oeuvre of Professor Joseph Lauwerys
it is surely in the running for such an honour. Time and the opinions
of other academic persons will decide the final judgment: the knowl-
edge possessed by this reviewer, in several of the fields entered by
Professor Lauwerys, is inadequate to enable him to weigh accurately
some of the thoughts presented by Professor Lauwerys in his remark-
able linking of ideas through millenia and today around the whole
globe. There can be few men living who would, or could, have
tackled such a task, and had they tackled it their degree of success
is not likely to compare with what is found in this volume.

Professor Lauwerys holds high qualifications in the field of
science and also in the field of arts: he is as much at ease in
discussing three dimensional geometry applied to the planes of human
thought and explaining their inter-relationship as he is in the purely
historical field, or in the facts and surmises of archaeology. Such
versatility is an exceedingly rare possession. It is to the advantage
of humanity that the great and rare gifts of Professor Lauwerys
have, in this book comprising five very special lectures, been turned

to consideration of religion and human conduct. These, of course,
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are the central matters of human existence, but whereas in
centuries gone by there were firm guide lines for human beings to
follow, science has eroded many of them and life today is beset by
problems which gnaw at the bases of many guiding customs. So
those who are willing squarely to face these problems, to analyse
them and to seek solutions to them are in need of just such books
as this to help them. Accordingly all such intellectual warriors as
can get hold of this book will be grateful to the Institute of Moralogy
for publishing it.

The first four lectures were given in Japan and the fifth, entitled
“Education and Morality” was given at Saint Mary’s University,
Halifax, Nova Scotia. The first four lectures were associated with
the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the Science of Moralogy
by Chikuro Hiroike, a gifted academic, who in his most vigorous years
devoted his thinking to discovering, among some of the most impor-
tant religions of the world, principles which were common to them
all and which could be approached in a scientific way, though with
deep respect. In the words of Professor Lauwerys: “He (Chikuro
Hiroike) noted, for example, that truly scientific conclusions apply
everywhere and always. The laws of physics describe what happens
on the Moon, or on the star Sirius, and they are statements as
correct now as they were a million years ago or will be in the distant
future. So, too, he felt, the laws describing right and wrong actions,
morality and immorality, must apply everywhere and always. It
should be possible, so he thought, to formulate these laws. He called
the system formed by such laws Moralogy. Just as physical engineer-
ing provides instruction on how to build a bridge or a skyscraper, so

too would Moralogy instruct human beings on how to build a beautiful
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city or a just society. ---:-- Accepting the notion that causality operated
in the field of morals just as in that of physics or chemistry he
endeavoured always to show that full acceptance of the correct and
life-enhancing principles led to health in society and to happiness in
the lives of individuals.”

Accordingly, in the latter part of each of his lectures in Japan
Professor Lauwerys shows how Chikuro Hiroike’s six basic principles
of Supreme Morality could be of service in helping to solve most of
the problems that beset individuals and society today. As a result
the reader finds himself thirsty to get at the original, or even the
summarised ideas of Chikuro Hiroike, but Professor Lauwerys does
not give us these until the fifth lecture. And he does not, in an
appendix, tell us how and where to obtain a succinct translation
from the Japanese into English, German or other languages. It is
almost certain that such translations exist because of the importance
of Moralogy for the troubled world of today and because Chikuro
Hiroike could write in English and German, besides being able to
read Latin and Greek.

The subjects of the lectures are firstly “Science, Morals and
Moralogy” which gives the title to the book. It is important
straightaway to stress that the words “moral” and “immoral” as
used in this book are not limited in their meaning, asin newspapers
and other media of today, to behaviour with regard to sex. On the
contrary, they apply to the whole gamut of human behaviour. So
when, in the second lecture Professor Lauwerys talks of “Students
and Youth in Europe and North America” he is concerned with the
political, industrial and social problems which beset young people

today, as well as with their personal problems. And in “Moral
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Commitment in Today's World” he applies the moral test of right
and wrong to the unlimited expansion of industrial cities and to the
hypocritical preparation for war under the title of “defence”, by
preparing atomic weapons and devising nerve gases and the ways to
spread disease. Further he applies the same moral test to the heedless
extermination of various species of animal life, to the pollution of
air and oceans, and to the unlimited use of the strike weapon under
the illogical description of “industrial action”.

In his lecture “Moralogy and the Family”, Professor Lauwerys
finds much to deplore in many examples of family life today, but he
shows himself to be what the Romans used to call a “laudator
temporis acti”, one who praises the times gone by without doing
justice to the present time. The Book of Ecclesiastes in the Bible has
an admonition for such people in these words: “Say not thou, what
is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou
dost not enquire wisely concerning this.” The picture that Professor
Lauwerys paints in his mind’s eye concerning family life in English
villages three or four hundred years ago is idyllic: “The whole held
together by the acceptance of rules of behaviour and moral principles
of enormous antiquity, supported by edicts thought to be of divine
origin, --+--» At its worst it was surely beastly. At its best it was a
haven of comfort and affection, a good place for the raising of
children that would bring happiness to their mothers.” And he
contrasts this with the modern city “itself an immense agglomeration
of anonymous individuals who barely know their neighbours well
enough to wish them good morning. In a city, sick persons or the
very old may die of hunger, thirst or cold without anyone being

aware of their need and trouble. Each apartment in a block is a lonely
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cell enclosing its private misery and unable to share with others its
moments of joy and happiness.” But in the golden age which Professor
Lauwerys imagines there were plenty of lonely cottages far away from
the village and there was no National Health Service or Dental Service
and plagues such as the Black Death would periodically, over the
centuries, wipe out town and village populations almost completely.

Although Professor Lauwerys fails to paint a fair picture of the
family of today, probably because he is too well informed regarding
what goes on in North America, we have to agree that there is a
danger that family life will fall to pieces and this will be as bad for
society as for individual happiness.

The six principles of Chikuro’s Supreme Morality could, Professor
Lauwerys believes, help the world greatly in the decades ahead,
especially the principles that call for unselfishness and the precedence
of duty over rights. This latter principle, of duty, says Professor
Lauwerys, is required to restrain the claim of “rights” which he
believes has overstretched itself. “Undoubtedly the eighteenth century
doctrine of the Rights of Man acted as a liberating force and it helped
to remove many abuses and injustices. But it has been stretched to
a truly dangerous degree. Everyone now claims his “rights” ignoring
those of others.”

But with regard to the small nuclear family with which Professor
Lauwerys seems dissatisfied, we have to stress that not only is there
greater chance for the wife to utilise her intellectual powers and
develop her full personality, and make a greater contribution to the
life of society, but also unless the world’s population is voluntarily
restrained in its growth unnecessary sufferings of millions of people

will result.



The fifth chapter of the book, entitled “Education and Morality?”,
commences with a statement that is historically incongruous but shows
an optimism which conflicts pleasingly with his previous pages of
pessimism. “There is a general and growing conviction that the
formation of the moral and ethical personality is an important part
of the business of any school.” This éuggestion of novelty surely
conflicts with the basic tenets of the Christian teaching monastic
orders, especially the Jesuits of long ago and still persisting. For
them education was and #s training for the good life. Moreover if
we wish to tackle recent decades we have only to recall the book
entitled The Education of Good Men written by the distinguished
educator M. L. Jacks as long ago as 1955.

In this chapter Professor Lauwerys gives us an analytical survey
of the various ways in which linkage of religion with education is
attempted in wvarious parts of the world and under various political
systems. From this survey he sees that “The helievers of all
religions, influenced by secular research and modernising their in-
terpretation of the revelation, approach each other and the secularists
to a degree which not so long ago would have been deemed quite
impossible.------ The point where they all meet is the recognition of
freedom of conscience, the freedom of the act or faith or of unbelief.
Even the open hostility of the Marxians to any religion has given
place to a peaceful co-existence of the Communist Party and the
Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union.” This leads Professor Lauwerys
to point “out that it is the approach of religions to one another on
the basis of some fundamental principles acceptable to them all which
was what Chikuro Hiroike hoped to promote by his Science of Moral-

ogy. Lauwerys tells us of the deep learning, tremendous energy
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and prodigious output of this teacher and university professor, educated
in the Chinese classics and passing from them through the history
and philosophy of Law to Moral Philosophy and producing between
1923 and 1935 his chief work in five thick volumes: A Treatise on
Moral Science: The First Attempt at establishing Moralogy as a
New Science. Then Professor Lauwerys gives us a very brief ac-
count of the principles of Moralogy and a sentence or two about each
of the six great principles of Supreme Morality.

This information whets our intellectual appetite: the problems of
nations today are so similar and so linked and the future of humanity
so bound up with the ideal of friendship and collaboration between
all people, whatever their colour, creed or political system, that the
Science of Moralogy can clearly become one of the most important
means of bringing about a peaceful world. But it needs to be known
more widely, and it needs development by able and dedicated minds
like those of its Founder.

Meanwhile everyone who reads about and think about Moralogy
is probably, by dedication of thought and feeling to this subject,
making a contribution, however small, to the cause for which it

stands.
C. H. DOBINSON

Emeritus Professor of Education

University of Reading July 1977
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