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Education for the Twenty-first Century
——Raising One’s Ability for Self-education—

Shigeo Kohno

In the 1960’s the general feature of Japanese education was grasped as an
“BEducational Explosion,” which was also common in such western coun-
tries as the U.S.A., Holland, Canada, France, Belgium, Austria, Germany,
Denmark, Sweden, and so forth.

In the 1970’s education was obliged to be changed due to the first and
second oil-shocks. Additionally, it began to be influenced by the develop-
ment of high technology, information revolution, and internationalization.

The aim of contemporary education is apparently changing from “quan-
tity” to “quality,” which tasks are “respect for individuality,” “importance
of basis of learning,” “raising the abilities of creativity, thought and expres-
sion,” “expansion of chance selection,” “humanization of educational
milieu,” “establishment of life-long learning system,” “response to interna-
tionalization of education” and “response to information revolution.” In
short, the main task is to raise the ability of self-education.
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