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A Study of Devendranath Tagore

Keiji Takeuchi

This paper discusses on the ideas of Devendranath Tagore (1817~1905).
He is the father of the great poet Rabindranath Tagore, who received a
Nobel prize for literature for the first time in Asia. This paper consists of
two chapters. In the first chapter, I trace the formation of his religious ideas
as elaborated in his autobiography, Arma-jibani. In the second chapter, 1
analyse the moral code of Brahmo Samaj which was formulated by him.

He was the religious successor of Rammohun Roy (1774 ~ 1833), the
founder of Brahmo Samaj. He assimilated much Western knowledge, but
essentially he followed the spiritual tradition of India. His religious ideas
were expressed in the sacred book of Brahmo Samaj, the Brdhma Dharma.

He was not a mystical hermit who did not care for social life. He knew the
importance of morality in life, and formulated the moral code of Brahmo
Samaj in the second part of the Brahma Dharma. We can find points of
similarity between his moral code and the ideas of moralogy.

In conclusion, [ refer to the significance and perspective of the study of
modern Indian thought in relation to moralogy.

Contents of my paper are as follows:—

Introduction

I. The Formation of the Ideas of Devendranath Tagore

I. Religious Awakening and Pursuit of Truth

Establishment of Tettvabodhini Sabha
To Become a Member of Brahmo Samaj
Deepening of His Religious Life
The Problem of Infallibility of the Vedas
. The Foundation of Brahmo Religion
. Making of the Sacred Book of Brahmo Samaj

N
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[I. The Moral Code of Brahmo Samaj
1. Dharma :
. Knowledge (prajfia) and Wisdom (vidya)
. The Law of Moral Causality
. Acceptance of Fate
Family Ethics
(1) Morality of Husband and Wife
(2) Duty of Householder
(3) Filial Piety
. Work and Morality
. Renouncement of Selfishness

voB W

. Practice of Benevolence

=R IR - N

Modesty (vinaya)
10. Practice of Morality in Words
(1) Virtue of Honesty and Keeping a Secret
(2) Prohibition of Words of Abuse
11. Repayment of QObligation
Conclusion
Notes
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