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Formation of “The Principle of Ortholinon”
—Life of Chikuro Hiroike and the Deepening
" Process of the Spirit of Respecting
Ortholinons —

Hajime Ide

It is possible to say that in Chikuro Hiroike’s life there existed a con-
sistent spirit and conduct of “respect for ortholinons” which was based on
his family environment and school education in his childhood and also
developed through his religious experiences in his adulthood. The
manifestation of this “respect for ortholinons” took various forms, such
_ as his achievements as an educator, as a man of salvation, or as a scholar.
'In his later life he founded a school through which he intended to make the
teachings of moralogy widespread. He did this with a true spirit of
“respect for ortholinons.” Therefore, in his Treatise on Moral Science, he
stresses that the most important characteristic of moralogy is to show
clearly the principle and fix it as the foundation of education.

In short, the principle of ortholinon is the core of Chikuro Hiroike’s
moral thought. In this essay, I would like to make clear the process by
which Chikuro Hiroike’s moral thoughts were formulated and developed
in his youth and early adulthood, by considering how various kinds of
moral conduct, such as respect for God, respect for ancestors, patriotism
and filial piety, helped to establish the “principle of ortholinon.” Contents
of this essay are as follows:

1. Family environment and school life in Chikuro Hiroike’s youth—the
foundation of the spirit of “respect for ortholinons”

2. Study of the history of the system of law and of Shinto—academic
foundation of the spirit of the “respect for ortholinons”

3. Formulation of the theory of “spiritual ortholinons”

4. Formulation of the theory of “implicit ortholinons”
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