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Ethical Discussion on the Problem of
Surrogate Motherhood: One Aspect of
Rapid Advancement in the Application of
Reproductive Technologies

Norio Tachiki

Through the use of vast amounts of accumulated scientific
knowledge, and highly sophisticated biotechnology, man is now able to
intervene—and interfere—directly in the fundamental logic of biological
existence which has more than four billion years of history. In this paper

“the author discusses the seriousness of some problems deriving from the

new field of reproductive technology and emphasizes one point: the
guiding principle for the proper use of this knowledge and technology is
ethics, and moral justification especially is the main tool for the proper
application. ,

The author takes up surrogate motherhood as a concrete example of
the application of artificial insemination and in vitro fertilization, and
examines its ethical implications. Some of the ethical topics discussed
are: (1) division of motherhood between ovum producer, uterus donor,
and adopting person; (2) treating human babies like consumer goods by
applying modern economic ways of thinking to surrogate mother con-
tracts, and the eugenic implications of this; (3) moral dilemmas of the
surrogate mother, adopting parents, and possible dilemmas for the
babies; (4) legal movements, ability to enforce contracts, and problems
of infringement of privacy; (5) and finally, the danger of a tendency
toward “self-justifying” moral justification. ‘

One of the responses that we can make in seeking to find the proper
thing to do in a given situation is the practice of deep self-
examination—the Eastern meditative approach of finding truth by re-
nouncing selfish ego—and should thereby try to make the best justifica-
tion we can.
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