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Hesiod’s View of Work in Works and Days
Chiaki Nakano

Since the beginning of the history of humankind, God has often been
considered to be at the center of the universe. When modern society ar-
rived (post-Reformation), human knowledge came to be dominated by
the thought that human beings were at the center of the cosmos. This
thought reflected the manifestation of freedom of the human spirit, and
it also allowed human beings to pursue their desires {reely and without
constraint. As a result, an affluent society was realized on the one hand,
but on the other hand, various problems such as alienation, class an-
tagonism, destriction of the natural environment and so on were
brought about. The present period should be recognized as a critical time
for us urgently to reflect once again on our view of human nature,

Up to the present time, work has been defined economically, socially,
and in terms of self-actnalization. Now we have to ask again the meaning
of human work in relation io the larger aspect—the laws of nature, or
the Will of God. In such a context, the ancient’s view of work, from
which the origin of human society is considered to be derived, will give us
many meaningful and helpful ideas.

Hesiod, a Greek epicist, lived in 700 B.C. His Theogony is an epic
poem, the story of the birth of the gods, and also the birth of the
universe. And in Works and Days, he located the human world within

* the larger order of the universc. In these works we find the view that

human beings originally were not outside the order of nature, or the will
of God. But they unconsciously strayed away because of their prideful
intelligence and haughtiness. This is the reason it became necessary for
human beings to work in the first place, and we now need to consider
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once again the deeper purpose of work. Through hard work--with sweat
on our foreheads—human beings can once again move beyond the mere-
Iy economic, social and personal reasons for working, can rediscover the
- thythm of the universe through work, and the order to be found in the
human world. Thereby can we come to understanid that human work is
none other than the effort of assimilating oneself into the will of God.
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