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Mother-Infant Interaction and the—Basis of the
Infant’s Moral Development

Masahiro Murakami

The three commonly-known theories of moral development are
Freud’s psychoanalytic theory, Albert Bandura’s social learning theory,
and the cognitive-developmental theory of Lawrence Koh_lberg.
Although much can be learned from these theories, they do not directly
deal with-the moral development of a child until ejghteen months after
birth. _

H. S. Sullivan evolved a theory which he called the interpersonal
theory of psychiatry. In this theory he points out infancy as the first of
seven stages of development. According to Sullivan, the approximate age
of infancy is from birth to eighteen months—i.e., from birth to articulate
speech.

Sullivan points out the following four things as pertinent interpersonal
experiences in infancy: (1) nursing breast or botile, great stress on nipple
orientation; (2) fearing the good-bad mother; (3} occasional success at
satisfying self independently of mother; and (4) completely dependent on
paternal-maternal care (from L. J. Bischof, 1964). He emphasizes that
mother-infant interaction is very important to the continuing develop-
ment of social and moral behavior.

In-this paper the author stresses four points as forming the basis for
moral development: the development of maternal love; infant-mother at-
tachment; effective motive; and speech activities. All of these develop
fundamentally through mother-infant interaction. Mary Ainsworth
especially stresses the mother’s sensitivity in the course of maternal care

as being important.
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The author addresses these points with reference to the theories of J.
Bowlby, E. H. Erikson, S. Fraiberg, R. Schaffer, M. Ainsworth, and
others. The conelusion reached is that the quality of mother-infant in-
teraction plays a vital role for the moral development 'of an infant child.
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