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Children Copy from Their Parents
- A Suggestion for Primary Education -

Yoshito Mano

In England, it has long been considered right and proper that children
should be trained at home to be well-mannered, and that school is in-
tended only to supplement this training. There are still some families in
England who train their children in the old and strict Victorian way.
Children watch their parents from morning until night, and more or less
follow their way of life and behaviour. Needless to say, the parents
thereby play and important role in the upbringing of the children.

English people pay great respect to individuality as a guiding principle
in education, matriculation or employment. They develop children’s
ability by thoroughly observing and examining individual character and
capacity. Children are given right and suitable education, either higher or
vocational, based on this research.

However, the Eleven Plus Test, an epoch-making, nation-wide, selec-
tive examination, ended in vain. It was started in England in 1944, under
the Butler Act. At the beginning, the test appeared to be an ideal method
of finding children’s ability and choosing suitable schools. However, it
was not realistic. It is true that social and public thoughts are always
reflected in the reformation of a school system; but since these thoughts
tend to be many-sided and complex, reform should be performed in a
practical manner and with great care.

In every society one can always find criteria or rules which have been
followed for along {ime—what we can call traditional values. And there
are many countries which force people to maintain certain religious
beliefs and creeds. It goes without saying that there is no country which
has no laws imposed by those in authority, or morals which are kept by
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the people themselves. At all times and places, the basis of primary
education has been to make children follow these social rules and let
them learn the basic knowledge and technology. In Japan, however, we
must sadly observe that moral learning is put aside and too much is made
of uniform intellectual training. Educational reform in Japan has
become a topic of current debate, which suggest it is again time to think
about the true purposes of education and reconsider what to do at home,
the primary place of education.
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