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Theories Concerning Developmental
Tasks Through Life
—Psychological and Educational
Anthropological Approach—

Haruo Kitagawa

Moralogy aims at clarifying the process of character formation by
which the individual moves from the level of ordinary morality to that of
supreme .morality. Recent theories concerning developmental tasks
through life seem to be significant to this aim.

In this article, it is proposed that the scientific and positivistic approach
of psychology as well as the philosophical and hermeneutic approach of.
educational anthropology should be taken info consideration and cor-
related with each other in the light of moralogy.

L. Kohlberg’s cognitive theory of moral development concerning six (or
seven) stages and three levels is an important example of the psychologiéal
approach. His second level of conventional morality can roughly be iden-
tified with the level of ordinary morality. His third level of post-
conventional morality and the Ievel of supreme morality have some
similarities, but detailed comparison needs to be researched further.

B.A. Newman and P.R. Newman’s psychosocial approach to dévelop-
ment through life, which is based on E.H. Erikson’s theory, shows us how
we achieve human virtues through solving psychosocial crises as well as
mastering’ the developmental tasks of each life stage.

Transpersonal psychology, as the “fourth force” in psychology, pro-
poses the necessary extension of the goal of lifelong learning from self-
actualization to self-transcendence, showing that healthy self-

~ transcendence in the adult and gerontological years presupposes develop-

ment of ego integrity and ego strength in childhood.
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These ﬁsychological approaches deal mainly with the continnous and
progressive process of moral or personality development. On the other
hand, educational anthropology is more concerned with the discontinuous
aspects of human growth such ag sudden leaps or regressions in the course
of our life.

Y. Shitahodo and O.F. Bollnow give philosophical considerations to
- human affairs such as fundamental changes in life-orientation or
qualitative reconstruction of an individual’s value system through existen-
- tial awakening, admonishment, encounter, faith and so forth, Bollnow
- distinguishes these affairs' as a discontinuous form of education over
- against-continuous.ones such as progressive growth and development.
In order to clarify the process-of character formation from the
~ moralogical point of view, both of these forms of education should be
- taken into “consideration and psychological and educational an-
. thropological approaches to life development should be correlated with

each other, : '
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